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EDUCATION SUPPORT WORKERS — WAGE CLAIM — HARRY DIXON, SC 

126. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education: 

On 23 February I asked the minister whether she knew the cost of engaging Mr Harry Dixon to represent her 
department in the Industrial Relations Commission in the department’s wages dispute with the school cleaners 
and gardeners. The minister advised that if I had given her notice, she could have found out the answer. Since the 
minister has now had nearly two months to get across the issue, I ask — 

(1) When did the minister first become aware that her department was engaging the eastern states silk? 

(2) Can the minister now inform the house of all costs, including his daily fees, airfares and 
accommodation? 

(3) What has the minister done personally to attempt to resolve the dispute—the Premier is not here 
today—with some of our state’s most valuable but lowest paid workers? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1)–(3) I think it is worth noting from the outset that the Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous Union has been 
in arbitration with the Department of Education for some time. The hearings have finished and the 
commissioner is considering — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Did you say the hearings have finished? 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Finished for the moment. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: For the moment. 

Mr M. McGowan: We’re not asking you. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Treasurer, the question was not asked of you; the question was asked of the Minister for 
Education. Likewise, member for Rockingham, you did not ask the question. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I understand that certain matters are under consideration by the commissioner at this 
point. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: You’re not going to pull the sub judice rule, are you, again? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Mr Harry Dixon was — 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I formally call you for the first time.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Mr Harry Dixon was engaged by the previous government in a number of instances, 
certainly in education, and worked on enterprise bargaining agreements in education. He was engaged and 
continued to be engaged during the negotiations of the EBA for teachers in September and October 2008, and 
has been engaged again. He is an excellent advocate, as the previous government knows or it would not have 
used him. I do not have the exact figure of what he was paid but I understand it is similar to what he was paid in 
the past.  
 


